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A Poetic Portrait of Grit, Resilience, and the Power of Finding Your
Voice

Angie Thomas, the critically acclaimed author of "The Hate U Give," returns
with another thought-provoking and emotionally resonant novel that
explores the complexities of identity, ambition, and the power of self-
expression. "On the Come Up" introduces us to Brianna "Bri" Jackson, a
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16-year-old aspiring rapper living in Garden Heights, a poverty-stricken
neighborhood plagued by violence and systemic inequality.

Bri's world is a tapestry of everyday struggles and unwavering dreams. Her
father, a local legend in the hip-hop scene, was tragically murdered when
she was young, leaving Bri and her mother to navigate life without his
guidance. But despite the pain and adversity, Bri finds solace in her music,
pouring her heart and soul into her lyrics, determined to escape the
confines of her neighborhood and make a name for herself.

A Journey of Self-Discovery, Passion, and Heartbreak

As Bri's rap career gains momentum, she grapples with the challenges of
balancing her aspirations with the responsibilities of family and the dangers
that lurk in her community. Through her music, she confronts issues of
social injustice, police brutality, and the systemic racism that permeates her
surroundings. But her lyrics and outspoken nature also attract unwanted
attention, putting her and her loved ones in harm's way.

Thomas' writing is both raw and lyrical, capturing the rhythm and cadence
of Bri's rap verses with authenticity and power. She vividly portrays the
struggles and triumphs of an aspiring artist, exploring the sacrifices,
resilience, and unwavering determination required to pursue one's dreams.
Through Bri's journey, we witness the transformative power of words, the
art of storytelling, and the importance of finding your voice in a world that
often tries to silence you.

A Compelling Examination of Race, Identity, and Inequality

Beyond its captivating storyline, "On the Come Up" is a profound
examination of race, identity, and the societal divisions that shape our lives.



Thomas deftly weaves themes of police brutality, systemic racism, and the
ongoing struggle for equality into Bri's narrative, shedding light on the
complexities of these issues and their impact on individuals and
communities.

Through Bri's experiences, we confront the harsh realities of poverty,
violence, and the limitations often imposed on young people of color.
Thomas challenges us to question the status quo, to recognize the
inequalities that persist in our society, and to work towards a more just and
equitable world for all.

A Must-Read for Readers of All Ages

"On the Come Up" is a powerful and unforgettable novel that deserves a
place on the bookshelf of every reader who cares about social justice, the
power of storytelling, and the resilience of the human spirit. Bri Jackson is a
character that will stay with you long after you finish reading the last page,
her story a testament to the strength, determination, and hope that can be
found in the face of adversity.

Whether you're a fan of hip-hop, coming-of-age stories, or simply great
literature, "On the Come Up" is a must-read. Its raw emotion, thought-
provoking themes, and unforgettable characters will leave a lasting impact
on your heart and your mind.

Awards and Accolades

"On the Come Up" has received widespread critical acclaim and numerous
accolades, including:

National Book Award for Young People's Literature



Coretta Scott King Book Award

Kirkus Prize for Young Readers' Literature

Booklist Editor's Choice

Publishers Weekly Best Book

About the Author

Angie Thomas is an award-winning author, activist, and speaker. Her debut
novel, "The Hate U Give," was adapted into a critically acclaimed film and
launched her into the spotlight as one of the most important voices in
contemporary literature. Thomas is known for her powerful storytelling and
her commitment to using her platform to amplify the voices of the
marginalized and advocate for social justice.

"On the Come Up" is a tour de force in storytelling, a novel that will
resonate with readers of all ages. Angie Thomas has crafted a masterpiece
that is both deeply personal and universally relatable, exploring the
complexities of identity, ambition, and the power of self-expression. Bri
Jackson's journey will move you, inspire you, and challenge you to confront
the injustices of our society. Don't miss this extraordinary novel that is sure
to become a classic of our time.
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