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In the annals of American history, Edith Rockefeller McCormick stands as a
pioneering figure who defied expectations and made an enduring impact on
the fields of journalism and philanthropy. As the granddaughter of the
legendary oil magnate John D. Rockefeller, Edith inherited a life of privilege
and wealth. However, she refused to be defined by her family's fortune and
instead forged her own path, becoming a trailblazer for women in
journalism and a visionary philanthropist who dedicated her life to
supporting education and the arts.

Born in 1875 in Chicago, Illinois, Edith was raised in a world of luxury and
tradition. Yet, beneath her polished exterior, she possessed a rebellious
spirit and a thirst for independence. In an era when women were expected
to conform to societal norms, Edith dared to break the mold and pursue her
own aspirations.

A Passion for Journalism

Edith's fascination with journalism began in her youth. While attending
boarding school in Switzerland, she devoured newspapers and magazines,
absorbing the latest news and current events. Upon her return to the United
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States, she enrolled in the University of Chicago, where she studied
literature and history.

In 1902, Edith married Harold Fowler McCormick, her childhood sweetheart
and the son of Cyrus McCormick, the inventor of the mechanical reaper.
Despite her marriage and the social obligations that came with it, Edith
refused to abandon her passion for journalism. In 1913, she founded her
own newspaper, the Chicago Daily News, which quickly became known for
its independent voice and progressive views.

As publisher and editor, Edith used her platform to advocate for social
justice, women's rights, and the arts. She hired talented journalists,
including renowned writers such as Ben Hecht and Carl Sandburg, and
gave them the freedom to pursue hard-hitting stories that challenged the
status quo.

The "Rogue Rockefeller"

Edith's unwavering dedication to journalistic integrity and her willingness to
challenge powerful interests earned her the nickname "the Rogue
Rockefeller." She fearlessly exposed corruption, fought for the rights of the
marginalized, and became a thorn in the side of those who sought to
suppress the truth.

In 1925, Edith's refusal to back down in the face of political pressure led to
the closing of the Chicago Daily News. Undeterred, she continued to write
and support other journalists who shared her commitment to exposing the
truth and holding the powerful accountable.

A Visionary Philanthropist



In addition to her journalistic career, Edith was a passionate philanthropist
who devoted much of her time and resources to supporting education and
the arts. In 1919, she established the McCormick Tribune Foundation,
which became one of the largest philanthropic organizations in the United
States.

The McCormick Tribune Foundation supported a wide range of causes,
including journalism education, the performing arts, and medical research.
Edith's vision was to create a better world by investing in the future of
young people and supporting institutions that enriched the lives of all.

One of Edith's most significant philanthropic contributions was the
establishment of the Medill School of Journalism at Northwestern
University. She believed that a strong and independent press was essential
for a healthy democracy, and she wanted to ensure that future generations
of journalists would be equipped with the skills and values to report the
truth without fear or favor.

Edith's legacy as a philanthropist continues to this day. The McCormick
Tribune Foundation continues to support journalism education and the arts,
and its grants have helped shape the lives of countless aspiring journalists
and artists.

A Woman of Courage and Conviction

Edith Rockefeller McCormick lived a life of purpose and passion. She was
a pioneer in journalism, a visionary philanthropist, and a woman of
indomitable spirit and unwavering conviction. She dared to question the
status quo, challenge the powerful, and dedicate her life to making the
world a better place.



Her story is an inspiration to all who believe in the power of independent
journalism, the importance of education, and the transformative impact of
philanthropy. Edith The Rogue Rockefeller McCormick will forever be
remembered as a trailblazing woman who left an enduring legacy on the
world.
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