
Capitalist Agriculture and the Origins of the
European World Economy: A Historical
Exploration of the Roots of Modern Capitalism
Capitalism, as we know it today, is a complex and multifaceted economic
system that has shaped the course of human history for centuries. Its
origins, however, are not as straightforward as one might think. In his
seminal work, "Capitalist Agriculture and the Origins of the European World
Economy," author John Kriedte argues that the roots of capitalism can be
traced back to the transformation of European agriculture in the late Middle
Ages.

Prior to the 15th century, Europe's economy was largely based on
feudalism, a system characterized by the dominance of landowning
aristocrats and a peasantry tied to the land. Agricultural production was
primarily for subsistence, with little surplus to be traded. However, during
the 15th and 16th centuries, a series of changes began to occur that would
eventually lead to the rise of capitalist agriculture and the emergence of a
market economy.
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One of the most significant changes was the growth of trade and
commerce. With the rise of towns and cities, there was an increasing
demand for agricultural products. This demand, in turn, led to a shift in
agricultural production from subsistence farming to commercial farming.
Farmers began to produce more than they needed for their own
consumption, and the surplus was sold in markets. This created a new
class of agricultural producers who were not tied to the land and were free
to sell their products wherever they could get the best price.

Another important factor in the rise of capitalist agriculture was the
enclosure movement. Enclosure was the process by which common lands,
which had traditionally been used by peasants for grazing and other
purposes, were privatized and enclosed by landowners. This process
deprived peasants of access to land and forced them to seek work as wage
laborers on the newly enclosed farms. The availability of a large pool of
cheap labor further contributed to the profitability of capitalist agriculture.

The rise of capitalist agriculture had a profound impact on European
society. It led to the growth of a new class of wealthy landowners and
merchants, as well as a new class of wage laborers. It also led to the
development of new technologies and farming practices, which increased
agricultural productivity and further fueled the growth of the market
economy.
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Kriedte argues that the transformation of European agriculture was not
simply an economic process, but also a social and political process. The
rise of capitalist agriculture led to the decline of feudalism and the
emergence of new forms of social and political organization. It also led to
the growth of nation-states and the development of a global economy.

"Capitalist Agriculture and the Origins of the European World Economy" is
a comprehensive and well-researched historical analysis of the emergence
of capitalism in Europe. Kriedte's work provides a valuable resource for
students, scholars, and anyone interested in the history of capitalism and
its global implications.

Key Findings

The origins of capitalism can be traced back to the transformation of
European agriculture in the late Middle Ages.

The growth of trade and commerce, the enclosure movement, and the
availability of a large pool of cheap labor were key factors in the rise of
capitalist agriculture.

The transformation of European agriculture was not simply an
economic process, but also a social and political process.

The rise of capitalist agriculture led to the decline of feudalism, the
emergence of new forms of social and political organization, and the
development of a global economy.

Capitalist agriculture played a pivotal role in the development of the
European world economy and the rise of modern capitalism. By examining
the historical roots of capitalism, we can better understand its current
manifestations and its impact on our world today.
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